


































































































Lara Hughes; Josie Belde; Julie Samec; Danielle Wadsworth; Kay 

Cady; Kent Harbison. 

Chairman Scapanski called the meeting to order at g:19 a.m. 

Mr. Hudalla reviewed the status of State Fair f acilities, followed by a 
presentation of a list of standard maintenance projects for fiscal 
2014 totaling $1.2 million. After discussion, the maintenance projects 
were approved as presented on a motion by Mr. Merkins, seconded by 
Mr. Leary and carried (Aye-8; Nay-o). The projects wi ll be incorporated 
into t he fai r's 2014 cap ital im provements and maintenance budgets to 
be reviewed by the planning committee at its next meeting, set for 
Jan. 18. 2014. 

The planning committee meeting was adjourned at g:39 a.m. on a 
motion by Mr. Fox, seconded by Ms. Wessel and carried (Aye-8; Nay-o). 

MEETING OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 

Members present: Jim Foss. president; Joe Fox, vice president; 
D.J. Leary, vice president; Paul Merkins; Ron Oleheiser; AI Paulson; 
Joe Scapanski; Gordy Toenges; Sharon Wessel; Wally Wichmann; Jerry 
Hammer, secretary. 

Also present: Jim Sinclair; Mark Goodrich; Renee Alexander; Brian 
Hudalla; Marshall Jacobson; Cheryl Huber; Mary Miller; Dennis Larson; 
Chris Leach; Dani Vavreck; Gail Anderson; Michelle But ler; Brienna 
Schuette; Wally LeVesseur; Steve Grans; Pam Mix; Shannon Buchda; 
Nikki Hines; Jennifer Bower; Chris Noonan; Maria Goodew; Emily Rouse; 
Lara Hughes; Josie Belde; Julie Samec; Dan1elle Wadsworth; 
Kay Cady; Jesse Poppe; Jennine Duda; Lmdsay Dickson; Frank Parisi; 
Kent Harbison; Peter Cooper; Heather Casperson; Chuck Upcraft. 

President Foss called the meeting to order at 9:59 a.m. 

Minutes of the Sept. 1 general business meet ing of the Society board 
were reviewed and approved on a motion by Mr. Leary, seconded by 
Mr. Oleheiser and carried (Aye-9; Nay-o). 

Minutes of interim activities covering the period Aug. 22 through 
Nov. 13, 2013, were presented by Mr. Hammer, reviewed and approved 
on a motion by Ms. Wessel, seconded by Mr. Paulson and carried 
(Aye-9; Nay-o). 

Action t aken earlier by the sales and planning committees was 
approved on a motion by Mr. Fox, seconded by Ms. Wessel and 
carried (Aye-9; Nay-o ). 

Mr. Jacobson presented the financial statement for Oct. 31, 2013, 
as follows: 

MINNESOTA STATE FAIR 
CASH TRANSACTION SUMMARY 
Month Ending October 31, 2013 

GENERAL FUND ACTIVITY: 
Cash Balance-Sept. 30, 201 3 

Add: Cash Deposits 
Less: Payroll Ending Oct. 11 

Ending Oct. 25 
Cash Disbursements 
Cash Balance-Oct. 31, 2013 

BUILDING FUND ACTIVITY: 
Balance-Sept. 30, 2013 

Add: Interest Earned 
Securities Purchased 

Less: Securit ies Redeemed 
Balance-Oct. 31, 2013 

$4.750,284 
(248.910) 
(239,196) 

$7.456,606 

(6,020,488) (1,758.310) 

$5,698,296 

$450 

$450 

CASH BALANCES FOR MONTH ENDING OCTOBER 31: 

Operating Account 
Petty Cash 
Building Fu;-;.:: 

Total Cash Balances 

2012 2013 
$8,og0,473 $5,698,296 

6,100 6,100 

450 450 
$8,097,023 $5.704,846. 

After discussion, the statement was approved as presented on a motion 
by Mr. Scapanski. seconded by Mr. Paulson and carried (Aye-9: Nay-o). 

Bond Counsel Peter Cooper of McGrann, Shea, Carnival, St rong & 
Lamb, and Financial Adv isors Heat her Casperson and Chuck Upcraft of 
PFM Group presented a detailed review of the following: 

Aut horizing Resolution for the issuance of State Fair Revenue Notes, 
approval of the Fourth Supplemental Revenue Bond Resolution, and 
authorizing cert ain other actions. 

Fou rth Supplemental State Fair Revenue Bond Resolut ion relating to 
State Fair Revenue Notes 2013A and 20138. 

Af ter discussion, the Authorizing Resolution was approved on a 
motion by Mr. Paulson, seconded by Mr. Merkins and carried (Aye-g; 
Nay-o), and the Fourth Supplement al Revenue Bond Resolution was 
approved on a motion by Mr. Fox, seconded by Ms. Wessel and car ried 
(Aye-g; Nay-o). 

Mr. Goodrich reviewed competitive events during the '13 State Fair 
in agriculture, horticulture, education and the creative arts featuring 
public participation by more than 14,000 people. Information only; no 
action taken. 

Ms. Alexander report ed on the '13 State Fa ir's Grandstand and 
free entertainment programs, marketing and box office activities. 
Information only; no action taken. 

Ms. Goodew reviewed highlights of the State Fair's extensive non-fair 
events schedule, including more t han 130 events utilizing State Fair 
facilities in '13. Informat ion on ly; no action taken. 

Licenses for the sale of beer during the Beer Dabbler Winter Carnival 
event Jan. 25, 2014, and the BMW Motorcycles Owners of American 
International Rally July 24-27, 2014, were approved on a motion by 
Mr. Scapanski, seconded by Mr. Leary and carr ied (Aye-g; Nay-o). 

Ms. Cady reported on activities of the Stat e Fair Foundation. including 
the capital campaign for the new State Fair History & Heritage Center 
at t he West End Market. Information only; no action taken. 

Ms. Huber provided an update on the upcoming joint meetings of 
the Society, the Midwest Showmen and t he Minnesota Federation of 
County Fairs. Information only; no action t aken. 

The meeting moved into executive session at 12:16 p.m. on a motion 
by Ms. Wessel, seconded by Mr. Oleheiser and carried (Aye-9; Nay-o). 
Executive session ended at 12:34 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Fox, seconded 
by Mr. Paulson and carried (Aye-g; Nay-o). 

Mr. Hammer provided a status report on the deteriorat ing condit ion 
of the Coliseum's ice skating plant. Following the report, staff was 
authorized to evaluate the feasibility of continued Coliseum ice 
operations, and to take appropriate action on a motion by Mr. Leary, 
seconded by Mr. Wichmann and carried (Aye-9; Nay-o). 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:46 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Merkins, 
seconded by Mr. Leary and carried (Aye-g; Nay-o). 

MINNESOTA STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF INTERIM ACTIVITIES 
Nov. 14, 2 013, throug h J a n . 17, 2014 

November 
15- Hammer met w ith former Falcon Height s Mayor Sue Gehrz to 
discuss Ramsey County Library and Lions Club programs. 

15-16 - Gold Country presented the Minnesota State Fair & Sports 
Merchandise Clearance Event at the Warner Coliseum. 

18 - Hammer met with Mark Ritch ie, Cindie Smart and Jim Smart t o 
discuss the potential for the Twin Cities to host a World's Fair in the 
future. 

19 - Hammer, Alexander, Schuette and Noonan attended a Better 
Business Bureau luncheon to review the fair's recent BBB Torch Award 
for Integrity in Business. 
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23- The University of Minnesota utilized Grandstand parking lots for 
Gopher football parking. 

26- Sinclair, Larson and Vavreck met with Bob Kirschner to discuss 
Leinie Lodge concession operations during the fair. 

December 
8-12 - Hammer, Sinclair, Alexander, Hudalla, Miller, Huber, Leach, 
Larson, Simon, Anderson, Mix, Weinfurtner. LeVesseur, Goodew and 
members of the board attended the annual international convention 
of the International Association of Fairs & Expositions in Las Vegas, 
Nev. During the convention, Mr. Sinclair concluded a five-year term on 
the executive committee of the lA FE's board of directors, Mr. Paulson 
received the association's Heritage Award for service to his county fair 
and Mr. Hammer was presented with the IAFE's Hall of Fame Award. 

13- Hudalla, Leach and Casey met with all four major cell service 
providers to discuss the potential for a directional antenna system 
installation on the fairgrounds. 

16 - Alexander and Cady visited with representatives of Bremer Bank to 
discuss their continued support of the fair's Giant Sing-Along attraction. 
The Travel Channel broadcast a one-hour edition of Andrew Zimmern's 
Bizarre Foods America featuring the Minnesota State Fair. 

17- Full-time staff were hosted to a Christmas lunch by the State Fair 
Employee Club. The State Fair announced that the Warner Coliseum 
would no longer operate an ice rink after the conclusion of the current 
2013-14 winter skating season. 

18 - Foss, Hammer and Jacobson reviewed and signed documents for 
financing the West End Market and gate project. 

19- Hudalla, Leach and Grans met with representatives of the 
University of Minnesota's parking and transportation to discuss mut ual 
interests. Hudalla, Leach and Grans met with representatives of the City 
of St. Paul potential for a bike lane on Como Avenue. Sinclair and Simon 
met with Logan Spector of the University of Minnesota to discuss the 
establishment of a University-run research facility during the fair. 

January 
6-7- Goodrich attended the Wisconsin Association of Fairs annual 
convention at Wisconsin Dells where he presented a program on crit ical 
animal action. 

7 - Sinclair, Alexander, Larson, Hines and Tammie Weinfur tner met 
to review proposals for Grandstand f ood and beverage concession 
operations. 

8 - Senior staff met to review capital and maintenance budget 
recommendations for the coming year. Miller and Mix met with Karen 
Hanauer f rom Life Matters to discuss staff training opportunities. Mix 
attended a meeting of the St. Paul Human Resources Association. 

9- Sinclair and Simon met with Brian Tempas of the Cuningham 
Group on tent needs for the West End project. Huber met with staff of 
the Doubletree Hilton to finalize plans for the Society's upcoming 
annual meeting. 

13 - Hammer and Society board executive committee members Foss, 
Fox and Leary and incoming Society President Paulson met to review 
the program for the upcoming annual meeting of the Society. Hammer 
participated in a conference call meeting of the IAFE's Institute of Fair 
Management Advisory Board. 

14- Mix hosted and attended a meeting of the Ramsey County 
Employers Committee at the Libby Conference Center. Senior staff 
met to review assignments for the Society's upcoming annual meeting. 

GENERAL BUSINESS SESSION OF THE SOCIETY 
8:30a.m. Sunday Jan. 19, 2014 

Minnesota State Agricultural Society delegates, staff and friends of 
the Society met for breakfast and convened in general session at 8:30 
a.m. President Foss opened the meeting and asked State Fair CEO 
Jerry Hammer for his report. Mr. Hammer's report was accepted by t he 
membership. 

President Foss called for a report of t he credentials committee 
by Duane Alberts of Goodhue County. The committee report was 

f)O 

presented as follows and adopted as read: 

All credentials have been found to be in order w ith the following 
exceptions: Minnesota Angus Associat ion, the Minnesota Guernsey 
Breeders did not fi le with the Secretary of State by 12/20/13 and the 
Minnesota Holstein Association did not file at all. 

President Foss called for a report of the resolutions committee. 
Committee member Ray Erspamer of St. Louis County presented the 
following resolutions for consideration by the Society: 

1. Resolved, that the Minnesota State Agricultural Society expresses 
it s gratitude to the 1,731,162 guests who, despite several days of high 
heat and humidity, visited the 2013 Minnesota Stat e Fair, making it the 
seventh best-attended fair in history. 

2. Resolved, that the Society is committed to honoring the State Fair 's 
deeply rooted traditions and history and its mission of educating and 
engaging our guests. We continually strive to present a world-class 
showcase of Minnesota's agriculture, art and industry, outstanding 
customer service and a safe, clean environment that is accessible to all. 

3. Resolved, that the enduring success of the St ate Fair is achieved 
through the united efforts of many dedicated, hardworking people. 
The Society recognizes w ith profound appreciation all those who 
contributed to the success of the 2013 Minnesota State Fair, including 
staff, the board of managers, volunteers, exhibitors, vendors, 
entertainers, sponsors, media, contractors, advertisers, youth and 
school groups, and members of 4-H and FFA. 

4. Resolved, t hat the Society acknowledges that strong relationships 
and affiliations with other expositions and organizations dedicated 
to agriculture, ent ertainment and amusement prov ide significant 
value in improving the Minnesota State Fair and in furthering the fair 
industry statewide, regionally and internationally. We recognize and 
thank the International Association of Fairs and Exposit ions, Minnesota 
Federation of County Fairs, Outdoor Amusement Business Association, 
National Independent Concessionaires Association and Midwest 
Showmen's Associat ion. 

s. Resolved, that the Society recognizes with sadness and extends 
its condolences to the families of Society members and State Fair 
friends who recently passed away, including: Helen Anderson, 4-H and 
Washington County Fair volunteer and wife of Minnesota Federation 
of County Fairs president Byron Anderson; Lawrence Bachman, 
developer of Bachman's nursery production and landscape business, 
a long-standing exhibitor in the Agriculture Horticulture Building; 
Gerard L. and Cleo Cafesjian, philanthropists whose financial donation 
to Our Fair Carousel helped keep the 1914 carousel intact and find a 
permanent home in Como Park; Jay Cochrane, world's greatest high 
wire walker; Robert "Bob" Crocker with Root Beer Barrels, longtime 
beverage concessionaire; Janet C. Desmond, founder and proprietor 
of Tom Thumb mini donuts; Richard "Butch" Dufault, marching band 
competition judge; Paul Kramer, Fine Arts superintendent from 1965 t o 
1987; John Michael Lerma, longtime competitor and Creative Activities 
demonstrator; Eldon J. Metaxas, owner of commercial exhibitor Round 
Bobbin Sewing Center; Will iam R. Morgan Sr., longtime caricature artist 
at the fair; Sulo Ojakangas, representative of the eighth district on 
the State Fair board of managers from 1973 to 1986, board president 
from 1987 to 1988 and honorary lif e member of the Minnesota State 
Agricultural Society; Hazel Red lack, former full-time entertainment 
department and account s receivables employee; Dennis Roghair, 
tree carving artist; and Lyle Ernest Steltz, representat ive of the third 
district on the State Fair board of managers from 1993 to 2005, 
board president from 2006 to 2007 and honorary life member of the 
Minnesota State Agricultural Society. 

6. WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Fair is one of the most renowned, 
popular and cherished end-of-summer traditions, and 

WHEREAS, the State Fair is internationally recognized for offering 



hands-on learning experiences and opportunities to explore 
Minnesota's agriculture, industry, culture, art, history and scientific 
innovation in a unique and world-class environment, and 

WHEREAS, t he State Fair is woven into the fabric of our state as 
evidenced by the tens of thousands of exhibitors, vendors, performers 
and employees (including thousands of school-age workers) who 
participate in the fair and who depend on a successful event each year 
for important work experience and crucial income, and 

WHEREAS, the State Fair provides valuable life and educational 
experiences for thousands of 4-H and FFA members who are an 
essential foundation for the future of our state's agriculture 
industry, and 

WHEREAS, the State Fair has an economic impact of more than 
$200 million in the Twin Cities alone, plus additional unmeasured 
econom ic impact throughout the state, and these businesses and their 
employees suffer economic set-backs when State Fair attendance is 
driven down, and 

WHEREAS, a growing number of Minnesota schools have sought and 
received waivers from the state to begin school prior to Labor Day, a 
t rend that w ill have a negative impact on State Fair participation and 
attendance and resu lt in a corresponding decline in the fundamental 
economics required to present the Great Minnesota Get-Together at 
the unparalleled and high-cal iber level the people of our state have 
come to treasure and expect, and 

WHEREAS, the State Fair joins with Minnesota's tourism, hospitality 
and resort industry and those businesses and organizations whose 
vitality depends on a robust end-of-summer and who provide major 
revenue to the State of Minnesota, which faces an ongoing uphill battle 
to fund education and balance its budget, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the board of managers 
of the Minnesota State Agricultural Society strongly urges all state 
lawmakers to support the State Law that requires Minnesota schools 
to open no earlier than Labor Day, the traditional end of summer. 
thus ensuring that children, families and workers from throughout the 
state can fully participate in and benefit from the historic, educational. 
culturally rich Minnesota State Fair. 

7. Resolved, the Society would like to thank all those who attended and 
contributed to the success of its 155th annual meeting. 

The resolutions were adopted as read. 

President Foss turned the chair over to Vice President Fox to conduct 
the election for the office of president of the Society for a term of one 
year. AI Paulson of Shevlin was elected and assumed the chair. 

After being nominated by Life Member Committee Chairman Denny 
Baker, Jim Foss was elected to honorary life membership in the Society. 

President Paulson then proceeded to conduct elections as follows: 

D. J. Leary of Minneapolis was reelected to a two-year term as fifth 
district vice president; Gordy Toenges of Alden was reelected to a 
three-year term as first district representative; Sharon Wessel of Hamel 
was reelected to a three-year term as third district representative; 
Joe Scapanski was reelected to a three-year term as sixth district 
representative; and Dan Grunhovd of Gary was elected to serve the 
final year of President Paulson's unexpired three-year term as ninth 
district representative. 

There being no further business to be brought before the Society, 
President Paulson declared the 155'h meeting of the State Agricultural 
Society adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 
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